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Rationale
Spelling is an integral part of the writing process. Pupils who spell with ease

are able to concentrate on the content of their writing and write with meaning.  While it is important to remember that spelling is not the most important aspect of writing, confidence in spelling often has a profound effect on the writer’s confidence to write at a higher level. Confident spellers are able to focus on the skills of composition, sentence structure and precise word choice within their writing.
We believe the systematic teaching of phonics and spelling is vital.  At Netherton Moss we recognise the importance of this and ensure that there is consistency throughout a child’s time at our school.

Aims and Objectives

At Netherton Moss spelling is taught as part of a planned programme RWI, following government guidelines.  In addition, handwriting, as well as shared and guided reading and writing sessions provide many opportunities for talking about

spelling and practicing strategies. The teaching of spelling of subject specific

vocabulary occurs in all subjects and opportunities are made in these lessons

to reinforce spelling work undertaken in the Literacy sessions.
OFSTED  said that RWI provides -"Inspiring methods which are used to teach the essential skills of linking sounds and letters together to form words ensure that children’s early reading and writing skills develop rapidly."
We use a combination of methods for the teaching and learning of spellings. We
• Teach words in context of RWI or curriculum based teaching

• Ensure that at appropriate stages, pupils learn and practice those

words which they most frequently mis-spell as individuals

• Increase their vocabulary by learning how to spell and by using

subject-specific words which occur across the curriculum

• Spelling tests are a good way to ensure spellings are learnt but it is

essential that children apply these skills to their writing

• Teachers will provide opportunity to consolidate learning throughout

the week

• Pupils will be assessed regularly on the words they learn at home.
Teaching and Learning

Foundation Stage - A multi-sensory approach is used to link the teaching

and practicing of letter shapes and patterns. Teachers develop children’s
ability to discriminate the sounds which make up a word, through RWI, games and activities as well as literacy activities where there is a focus on rhyme, rhythm and alliteration. Our foundation stage classroom environments promote children’s awareness of spelling. 
When children are ready, developmental writing is encouraged to give children
confidence. At this stage, it is important not to become over-concerned with

spelling accuracy, the main focus is to encourage the enthusiasm for writing and inspire imagination.
Key Stage 1 
As children move through KS1 they continue to access RWI sessions (word time for spelling) writing words which are linked to phonemes introduced in the session.  High frequency words and spellings from the national curriculum are sent home for children to learn as spellings.

The teaching of phonics plays a vital role in children’s ability to spell and so a great emphasis is placed on this, moving on to more focused teaching of spelling strategies, conventions and rules to build upon children’s established phonological knowledge.  

Lower Key Stage 2
In lower Key Stage 2, RWI continues to be used where appropriate, including a RWI spelling programme.  Spellings which link to the national curriculum spelling lists, RWI and topics are sent home, followed up in class activities and tested weekly.  

Upper Key Stage 2
Once children move into upper Key Stage 2, spellings are focussed on spelling lists from the national curriculum spelling lists and a RWI spelling programme - where appropriate.  Spellings are sent home for children to learn, incorporated into literacy lessons and then are tested weekly.  A look/say/cover strategy is used.   
Spellings are also taught in lessons as and when they arise and are linked to handwriting, comprehension activities and sentence level work.  Children’s spelling mistakes are identified and corrected
Where children have made limited progress in their ability to segment words for

spelling, a targeted programme may be required.  Individual programmes for

teaching and support are drawn up as appropriate by the teacher in

consultation with the SEN co-ordinator and parents. 
This policy will be agreed by staff and governors and renewed as required.
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