
Educate Awards 2022 - Creative Literacy 

Netherton Moss Primary School – Our Reading & Writing Love Story 
At Netherton Moss, we are relentless in ensuring that our children are engaged by rich learning opportunities which excite 
the imagination and advance their knowledge and understanding through a wide range of creative, physical and 
expressive activities. These activities must take account of their diverse starting points and 
nurture their skills and talents while broadening their horizons 
and enriching their experiences of life.  
 

 
In school, we understand that the skills of a good writer are born directly from those of a good reader. For our children, 
writing is not seen as a subject in isolation; it is vital communication tool that should work in tandem with the skills of 
reading, speaking and listening. In addition to this, we are passionate that the children’s experiences should go beyond a 
literacy curriculum that simply equips them with the technical skills they need to progress. It is our wish that the children 
develop a genuine love of reading and writing for its own sake, as way of understanding the rich and diverse culture of 
the world around them and to gain an insight into new and as yet unimagined thoughts, ideas and experiences. We want 
our children to be amongst those who derive joy and pleasure from their engagement with great literature and in so doing 
develop the skills and passions of lifelong readers and writers.  
   
This is the ‘Love Story’ we want for our children; we want to share with 
them a love of literacy that will inspire and enrich them and so, in order 
to foster this sense of curiosity and delight, the children have travelled 

on a literary adventure during the 
course of the last year. It all began back 
in the autumn term as classes paid a 
visit to a most amazing local bookshop. 
Kingsley and Co isn’t just any 
bookshop, it is specifically for young 
people. The books that they sell are 
pre-loved and they sell them for a small fee per book. It is a registered charity and has a 
mission to inspire a love of books in the children of Bootle, an area of Liverpool that is in 
the lowest 6% of the UK for literacy levels. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
While at the bookshop, the children not only had the opportunity to browse and choose a book to take home, but they 
also spent much of their time engaging in a series of workshops and reading adventures designed to spark their 
imaginations, get them talking about stories and ultimately inspiring them to write their own.  
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The next phase of our ‘Love Story’ took us in a poetical direction, poems are such a rewarding and entertaining way in 

which to tell and share a story, and who better to communicate a love of poetry than two local poets. The first of these 

was Paul Delaney, his aim is to develop children's love of creative writing, which is exactly what he did when he spent the 

day working right across the school, running workshops that helped the children to write and produce their own 

performance poetry. Getting the children talking about and rehearsing their ideas and ultimately sharing their writing 

through performance are a central driver for the teaching of literacy skills at Netherton Moss.  Through lots of active 

conversations and discussion, Paul used his growth mindset approaches to empower the children in each age group firstly 

to create their own amazing individual poems and then helped them to weave these into a whole class collaborative 

poetry performances each of which was shared with the whole school community. Younger children shared poems and 

tales of their own ‘Sock Monster’ while older children explored the feeling of being ‘Fed Up’ while other explored the 

more quirky and wistful idea of ‘Sometimes’. 

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our second visiting poet was Jude Lennon, the Disney Winnie the Pooh Laureate. We first met her during one of the class 

visits to the bookshop where she shared some of her favourite poetry and read some of her own works. These experiences 

were so engaging and inspired the children to create their own fabulous stories and poems. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indeed, Jude was such an inspiration to the children, that they were keen to invite her to come into school and share 

some more of her stories and poems as well as her creative ideas. We decided to focus on her poem called ‘Pooh Enjoys 

a Birds Eye View’ all about Liverpool. Jude came into school and worked with all classes across the school to create their 

own writing about Liverpool. The children created some wonderful pieces and were very proud of their work. Each class 

also chose a stanza of her poem and used ‘Talk for Writing’ strategies to create a whole school poem that was performed 

and recorded for sharing with the whole school community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This work with Jude gave us the theme for celebrating World Book Day. As part of this event, we set the children a Reading 

Challenge. As Jude’s poem and her work with us explored Liverpool’s Landmarks we asked children to take their favourite 

teddy bear and share their favourite story in front of one of Liverpool’s famous landmarks. These included the Liver Birds, 

Lime Street Station and the Liverpool Trains, The Iron Men, The Cathedrals, Albert Dock and World Museum! 

     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



As a result of the fantastic poetry the children produced, the children were inspired to learn more about the Liverpool 

landmarks they included in their poems and subsequently used this research to plan and write their own drama script 

telling the story of the artistic and cultural heritage relating to these iconic places. The completed script will form the basis 

of the end of year, whole school arts performance ‘Follow the Dunnings Bridge Road’. The joy and pleasure of the older 

children who have written the script as they see it brought to life is palpable! 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Performance has such an important role to play in developing a lifelong love of literature and at Netherton Moss, we have 

a strong tradition of the children performing their own work in all its forms. This year, Ruby Class have worked with our 

friends at the European Opera Centre in Liverpool to write their own opera libretto, script, score and lyrics. The confidence 

and self-esteem they developed from creating their own artistic and literary work from scratch and then breathing life 

into their words through performance was such a joy both for them and the audience! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



One of the great joys of those who truly love reading, is the ability to acquire a number of favourite books and then at 

various points revisit and reread the texts, meeting the characters and settings once again, finding joy in the new and 

never before noticed details contained within the characterisation, plot and setting. As part of our reading love story, we 

are anxious to ensure that our children develop this dimension to their lifetime as a reader as soon as possible. With our 

youngest children, we have a number of key picture books and longer texts that are read and reread regularly during the 

first few years in school and that multiple copies of these are available to be taken home and shared with family and 

friends. In order that the older children continue to develop this love of a familiar old text we have selected a series of 

different stories from a range of authors that are read for pleasure in the earlier age groups of the school at this point the 

story is simply enjoyed and understood.  

 

In later years, when they are older and more independent readers, these texts are revisited and studied in more detail. 

We have found this approach is particularly successful both in terms of deepening the children understanding and love of 

good literature but it also helps reduce any negative attitudes that can develop when a text is studied rather than simply 

read for pleasure. 

 

Another important aspect of our ‘Love Story’ involves the children having good reading 

and writing role models. The first and most obvious aspect involves the children 

understanding themselves as readers and writers alongside the other children in the 

school. Our popular Reading Buddy programme sees older children reading and sharing 

texts, often ones they have written’ with younger children. The second part of this 

involves the children seeing and understanding the teachers as readers and writers. In 

order to do this, we came up with an initiative that asked staff members to select their 

favourite childhood author or poet and to produce a small free-standing display explaining who the author is why that 

author is important and sharing some extracts from their favourite texts. In order to add a sense of mystery and to spark  



the children’s excitement and imagination, each of these displays started to appear all over the school, they did this 

without explanation. Once all the displays were in place a mystery trail was set up and the children from all of the different 

year groups had the opportunity to tour the school, locate the various authors, share the extracts from the texts and 

ultimately guess which member of staff matched which author. The children loved the adventure and also the final reveal 

when each member of staff got to talk to the children about their display and their favourite author.  

     

Our friends at the local Library play a vital role in establishing a lifetime love of reading and story. The staff have provided 

the children with a plethora of experiences and opportunities to read and write over the past year.  Our youngest children 

have visited the library on a monthly basis and have had the opportunity to discover new books, listen to songs and stories, 

watch puppet shows and even produced artwork based around books they had read. This has been a wonderful 

experience for the children; one child described the library as ‘the best place ever and I want to go every day! I love 

reading new books and listening to the funny songs. It’s my favourite place.’ Another child said ‘The library makes me feel 

calm. It takes me to the magic land of my book.’ Older children have visited a couple of times during the year to enjoy 

exhibitions relating to their topic work such as World War 2 or the Jubilee. 

     

     

Another dimension in developing a lifelong love of story has seen our older children explore the real-life stories that 

surround the themes of equality, social justice and democracy and to have this running as a strong and distinctive thread 

through much of their reading and writing. Collectively, the people, institutions and social movements they have 

researched symbolise many of the values and attitudes we want our children to adopt around academic learning, 

leadership, striving for excellence and making a difference in the world. The children have learnt about social issues 

around, slavery, race, gender and violence through the struggle of the Suffragettes and the Civil Rights and Black Lives 

Matter movements as well as exploring the lives of individuals such as William Roscoe, Harriet Tubman, Martin Luther 

King, Nelson Mandela, Rosa Parks, Emily Davison, Stephen Lawrence, Malala Yousafzai and many more. The children’s 

exposure to a wide range high quality texts, video footage, and discussion has helped them to develop the knowledge and 

vocabulary they need to help make sense of the world in which they live. The children have found both the scope and 

range of the work endlessly engaging and they have developed an outstanding range of literacy skills that have enabled 

them to read widely and respond enthusiastically and knowledgeably through drama, discussion, debate and the full range 

of written forms.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

It is our aim, as a school for there always to be a buzz around every aspect of literacy, for this is how a lifelong love of 

these skills is embedded and ensured in the lives of the children we teach and passed on to the next generation. This is a 

responsibility that takes a constantly developing and evolving range of creative strategies and approaches that keep the 

children and the adults who teach them excited and inspired in both the hear and now and also long into the future! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


