Netherton Moss Music Policy
Aims and objectives 
Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It gives an opportunity for personal expression and it can play an important part in the personal development of an individual. Music reflects our culture and society and so the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand the world they live in. Besides being a creative and enjoyable activity, music can be a highly academic and demanding subject. It is also important in helping children feel part of a community.
At Netherton Moss Primary School aims of music teaching are to enable children to: 
• know and understand how sounds are made and then organised into musical structures;
• know how music is made through a variety of instruments; 
• know how music is composed and written down; 
• know how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for which it was written; 
• develop the interrelated skills of performing, composing and appreciating music; 
• enjoy and appreciate a wide variety of musical styles; 
• make and quantify judgements about the quality of music;

Teaching and learning style

At Netherton Moss Primary School we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of all children. Our teaching focuses on developing 
• an ability to sing in tune and with other people. 
• the ability to recognise and use the different musical elements, including pitch, timbre, texture, volume, duration and form.
• an ability to play instruments with control and sensitivity 
• working with others to make music, recognising how individuals combine together to make sounds. 
• a knowledge of various types of musical notation and opportunities to compose music.

Differentiation 

We recognise that there are children of widely different musical abilities in all classes, so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways by: 
 setting common tasks, which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 
 setting tasks of increasing difficulty for more able children; 
 differentiation in planning for children who have been identified as ‘gifted’ and ‘talented’ through enrichment and extension activities. (Those children who are very able, or have a range of musical experiences to draw upon, are encouraged to use and develop their talents both within the curriculum, and through extra-curricular performances e.g. music assembly) 
 extra support for SEN children where necessary and possible




Equal Opportunities 

All pupils will have equal access to the Music Curriculum. Staff will be encouraged to ensure no gender bias by providing equal access for boys and girls, and also for pupils of different social backgrounds and ethnic groups. Pupils are to be encouraged to share their experiences and culture with others in order to enhance the quality of learning. This will be achieved by pupils experiencing music from 
 different times and cultures 
 different composers past and present 
 different performers past and present

Additional music teaching 

Peripatetic music teaching is organised through the Sefton Music Support Service (Sefton Hub). Instruments are provided by the Hub and at present and encompasses a range from the Brass family taught to individual or small groups of children during set times in the school day. and Wider Opportunities whole class teaching of Clarinets. 

Music curriculum planning 

Music throughout the school is mainly taught from CharangaMusic, a scheme promoted by the Hub, which supports the new Music Model  Curriculum but we also draw upon the resources of SingUp and the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra – the latter performs yearly concerts and provides INSET and copious planning to support these events. The topics from Charanga are age specific and can be linked to class themes or taught as separate discreet sessions. Each unit builds on prior learning and include opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge. The planned progression built into the scheme of work means that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school. The medium-term outline and lesson plans give details of each unit of work for each half term.
Upper Key Stage 2 benefit from a peripatetic teacher leading whole class clarinet sessions and Lower Key Stage 2 spend part of the year learning recorder as a whole class.
Music actively contributes to learning in many other areas across the curriculum whether it be English (understanding diction, meaning, rhythm and rhyme, creative writing or musical setting), Maths (observing patterns and processes, rhythm and structure), Science (experimenting with different sounds and making musical instruments) Computing and Information and Communication Technology (recording, creating and composing using a wide range of software) and Art and many of these links are evident in the whole school performances we create each year.
Children at Netherton Moss Primary School have the opportunity to encounter music from many cultures and, through their growing knowledge and understanding of the music, are encouraged to develop more positive attitudes towards other cultures and societies. 

Early Years - Foundation Stage 

At Netherton Moss we use Development Matters, which is a non-statutory guidance
material that supports practitioners in implementing the statuary requirements of the
EYFS.
Children develop quickly in the early years, and early years practitioners aim to do all
they can to help children have the best possible start to life.
The ways in which the child engages with other people in the environment – playing
and exploring, active learning, and creating and thinking critically – underpin learning
and development across all areas and support the child to remain an effective and
motivated learner.
The EYFS curriculum is divided into 7 areas of learning. Three prime areas in which
children develop in response to relationships and experiences, and run through
support learning in all other areas. The prime areas continue to be fundamental
throughout the ETFS. The four specific areas include essential skills and knowledge.
They grow out of the prime areas, and provide important contexts for learning.
Music is included in the specific area of learning – Expressive arts and design:
Exploring and Using media and Materials.
Children in nursery and reception are given opportunities to explore a wide range of
percussion instruments, engage in daily singing activities and are encouraged to
move and express themselves through dance. We also use the programme
Charanga to support our teaching.

Children work towards achieving the following Early Learning Goal by the end of
Reception Year - Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with
ways of changing them.

Teaching music to children with special needs 

We teach music to all children, whatever their ability, in accordance with the school curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced education to all children. Teachers provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties, and our work in music takes into account the targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans (IEPs). See SEN Policy 

Opportunities for live music 

· Class music is taught each week for at least 30 mins. 
· Singing practice — once a week for both KS1 & 2 to develop vocal techniques and learn songs for assembly and special occasions. 
· Family assemblies held involving the whole school, where parents and friends are invited.
· School entertainments — At Christmas time, each year group contributes to a whole school performance written by the children. At other times of the year, children participate in year group/smaller assemblies or the whole school get together to provide appropriate musical entertainment. 
· The school choir sing at concerts and assemblies in school and whenever possible to outside audiences.
· Children who learn with peripatetic teachers are encouraged to play to a wider audience when appropriate. 
· At the end of the Autumn there is a musical assembly where children throughout the school perform – this is our largest musical celebration and parents are encouraged to join in the festivities as well. 

Extra-Curricular 

Our school choir runs during the Autumn Term and all children from Year 3 to Year 6 are invited to join. The choir sing a variety of songs leading up to a number of performances at Christmas. 


Assessment and recording 

Teachers assess children’s work in music by making informal judgements about achievement of Teaching and Learning objectives as they observe them during lessons. At the end of each Key Stage the teacher makes a summary judgement about the work of each pupil in relation to the National Curriculum end of year statements. We use this as the basis for assessing the progress of the child and for completing reports to parents. Tape recordings, use of video is also used to record work achieved. 

In-service 

Appropriate opportunities for in-service training are found, whenever possible, for the music coordinator and members of staff and then shared at staff meetings.
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