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Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to support school improvement and the raising of standards of achievement and attainment for all of our children.  

We assess so that –

· Teachers can assess what children know, understand and can apply to their work

· Teachers can plan learning opportunities that reflect the needs of all children 

· We can provide parents with information about their learning

· We can provide useful data for analysis, whole school planning and accountability

· We can support children in making the next steps in their learning

Pupil progress meetings between class teachers happen every term to establish how children are performing in relation to their age related expectations.  

Summative decisions are made about children’s achievement at the end of each term and annually.  These decisions are based upon a range of children’s work and summative assessments such as tests.  We recognise that, whilst useful, summative tests provide only a snap shot of performance at any given time.

Moderation of work is completed in-house across year groups with other schools and the Local Authority to help ensure that our assessment decisions are always objective and accurate.

Communicating with Parents

Parents are kept up to date with their children’s progress at parents’ evenings where children’s work, achievements and next steps are discussed.
Children are also invited to attend these meetings.
EYFS Assessment and Tracking
We acknowledge the following statement from Development Matters (non-statutory guidance material to support the implementation of the requirements of the EYFS.
‘Children develop at their own rates, and in their own ways.  The development statements and their order should not be taken as necessary steps for individual children.  They should not be used as checklists.  The age/stage bands overlap because these are not fixed age boundaries, but suggest a typical range of development.’

 ‘Children do not achieve uniformly’ EYFSP Handbook 2016
We refer to 'Early Years Outcomes' (Sept 2013) Matters to make best-fit judgements about whether children are showing typical development for their age, may be at risk of delay or is ahead for their age. We use Sefton’s SIMS to track children’s progress.  We assess children against Development Matters’ age bands and make judgements as to whether children are entering (E) developing (D)  or securely (S) working within the age bands.
	Age Range
	Our Expectations

Children are working -

	8 – 20 months
	Significantly below on-entry to nursery expectations

	16 – 26 months
	Significantly below on-entry to nursery expectations

	22 – 36 months
	E - Well below expectations
D - Below expectations
S - Children are expected to be secure 
        within this band on entry to nursery at
        36 months

	30 – 50 months
	E – Children are expected to be emerging
         into this band on entry to nursery
D -  Children are expected to progress to
         band by end of Spring term N2
S – Children are expected to be working
         securely within this band at end of 
         Nursery year and beginning of Rec.

	40 – 60 months
	E – Children are expected to be emerging
         Into this band at beginning of Rec.
D  - Children are expected to be secure
         within F1 and working within 
         band by end of Spring 
         term.
S -   By the end of Rec, we expect children
          to be secure within all development
         statements from 40 -60  
          

	Summative Assessment
EYFSP
Carried out in Summer 2
Exemplification 

materials are referred to.
A holistic view is taken.
	At the end of EYFS children’s overall progress is reviewed in line with EYFS 
statutory requirements
Emerging – not yet reaching the level of development expected at the end of Rec
Expected – meeting the level of development
Exceeding – exceeding the level of development

	Revised NC
Non – negotiables
	Children’s progress and end of Reception attainment in reading and writing will be 
referenced to non-negotiables.


Observations of children’s progress are captured on Ipads using the programme 2Simple.  Contexts of observations are recorded and linked to the EYFS curriculum and photographs are stored.
Key Stages 1 and 2

At Netherton Moss we are continually assessing our pupils and record their progress. We see assessment as an integral part of the teaching process and endeavour to make our assessment purposeful, allowing us to match the correct level of work to the needs of the pupils, thus benefiting the pupils and ensuring progress. Assessment is carried out on three levels.

Short-term assessments are an informal part of every lesson and are closely matched to the teaching objectives and inform pupil feedback. These tend not to be recorded formally because they are for the teacher’s immediate attention and action; however, pertinent comments are occasionally recorded on the short-term planning sheets to assist in the preparation of the next lesson.

Medium-term assessments are carried in preparation for and as part of each unit of work. An assessment of prior learning is made by the teacher before planning and teaching each new unit of work in order to inform planning and ensure that lessons are appropriately pitched and activities differentiated. At the end of each unit of work assessment activities are used to review and record the progress the pupils have made in relation to the Year Group Expectations.

Long-term assessments are carried out at the end of each term when a combination of assessment materials are used to monitor pupil’s progress as measured against Year Group Expectations of the 2014 National Curriculum. 
In all aspects of assessment, children will be taught and assessed against the key skills, knowledge and understanding appropriate for their age as set out in the 

National Curriculum 2014.  
Teachers are required to use all of their available assessment information in order to make a judgement about the performance of each individual pupil using the following descriptors:

BLW - Below pre- key stage standards 

PKF – Foundations for the expected standard

WTS – Working towards the expected standard

EXS – Working at the expected standard

GDS – Working at greater depth within the expected standard

These judgements are compared to school and national targets. Formal SAT testing both statutory and optional takes place in the summer term. A question by question analysis of these tests is carried out and the result of this analysis forms the basis of the year group curriculum action plans for the following year. The key findings of this analysis are included in the annual subject audit which is shared with the Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team.

Assessments are used as the basis of the individual pupil target setting and interventions are planned for groups and individuals on a termly basis. 

REPORTING

All parents receive an annual written report on which there is a summary of their child’s effort and progress in mathematics over the year. At the end of Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 each pupil’s performance against national age related expectations is included as part of their annual written report.
Feedback
The vast majority of our assessment is formative on-going assessment that involves teachers giving feedback to children that relates to what they have achieved and areas they need to improve on.  This kind of marking and feedback should be carried out in line with our Marking and Feedback Policy.  
This policy will be agreed by staff and governors.
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